


Welcome! 

 

Welcome to the Francis W. Monseth Memorial Library!  

This guide is designed to acquaint you with the purposes, 

provisions, and policies of the library so that you may use its 

resources profitably and productively. In order that you may 

better understand and appreciate the significant function the 

library has in the program of our schools, the following infor-

mation is included regarding the history, the mission, the phi-

losophy of education, and the academic purposes of our 

schools. It is our prayer and goal that God will use the re-

sources of this library to further establish you in the eternal 

and inspired Word of God for a life of faith in Jesus Christ 

and faithful service in His Kingdom. 



History 

The AFLC Seminary and Bible School are educational institu-

tions of the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations. Be-

gun in 1962, the AFLC is a conservative Lutheran church fel-

lowship with congregations in North America as well as mis-

sion work in South America, Asia, Africa, and Eastern Europe.  

Affirming the local congregation as ñthe right form of the King-

dom of God on earth,ò the prayerful aim of the AFLC in de-

pendence upon the Holy Spirit and the inspired and inerrant 

Word of God is to recover not only the form but also the fervor 

of the New Testament congregation; indeed, the renewal and 

resurgence of ñfree and livingò congregations. The training of 

students for effective service in and through local congrega-

tions is seen as fundamental in the realization of this God-

given goal.   

Plans for beginning a seminary were made in the earliest  mo-

ments of the AFLCôs existence with a soon-to-follow decision 

to start a Bible school as well. The Association Free Lutheran 

Theological Seminary (AFLTS) opened its doors for its first 

class in 1964 and the Association Free Lutheran Bible School 

(AFLBS) welcomed its first students in 1966. 
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The mission of the  

Free Lutheran Theological Seminary  

and Bible School is to establish students  

in the eternal and inerrant Word of God  

for a life of faith in Jesus Christ  

and faithful service in His Kingdom. 



Biblical Foundation Statement 

 

The Bible:  We bear witness that the Bible is the only authentic 

and infallible source of Godôs revelation to mankind, and that it is the 

only inerrant and completely adequate source and norm of Christian 

doctrine and life.  We hold that the Bible is inerrant in its original 

manuscripts, and as a whole and in all its parts, the Word of God 

under all circumstances regardless of oneôs attitude toward it.  

(AFLC ñDeclaration of Faithò) 

The Triune God:  We bear witness that God is one divine es-

sence, and that there are three persons in this one divine essence, 

equal in power and alike eternal: God the Father, God the Son, God 

the Holy Spirit.  All three are one divine essence, eternal, without 

division, without end, of infinite power, holiness, wisdom, and good-

ness.  (Augsburg Confession, Art. I) 

The Creation:  We bear witness that God is the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth.  We bear witness that the Genesis ac-

count of creation is a faithful historical record in which God created 

the universe, including Adam and Eve, in six literal days. (Free Lu-

theran Seminary Corporation, 2008) 

The Lord Jesus Christ:  We bear witness that God the Son be-

came man, born of the Virgin Mary, and that the two natures, divine 

and human, are so inseparably united in one person that there is 

one Christ, true God and true man, who was truly born, suffered, 

was crucified, died, and was buried in order to be a sacrifice not only 

for original sin but also for all other sins and to propitiate Godôs 

wrath.  The same Christ also descended into hell, truly rose from the 

dead on the third day, ascended into heaven, and sits on the right 

hand of God that he may eternally rule and have dominion over all 

creatures.  The same Lord Jesus Christ will return openly to judge 

the living and the dead.  (Augsburg Confession, Art. III) 



The Holy Spirit:  We bear witness that the Holy Spirit is true God 

together with God the Father and God the Son.  Through the Word 

of God, the Holy Spirit uses the Law to awaken in our hearts a 

deep sense of sin and the Gospel in Word and Sacrament to cause 

us to receive the grace of God in Christ.  Through the enlighten-

ment of the Holy Spirit, oneôs knowledge of the Gospel becomes a 

true and living faith as a repentant sinner lays hold of Christ as His 

only Savior from sin, death, and the power of Satan.  We bear wit-

ness that the Holy Spirit graciously sanctifies a believer in which He 

day by day renews him more and more after the image of God.  

Through the Word of God and the Lordôs Supper, the Holy Spirit 

graciously preserves the believer through all temptations in the true 

and living faith until the end. (Lutherôs Small Catechism and Expla-

nation, Questions 199-233) 

 

 

The Christian Life:  We bear witness that sanctification is the 

gracious work of the Holy Spirit whereby He day by day renews 

the believer more and more after the image of God.  Empowered 

and motivated by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel of grace, the be-

liever denies himself, strives against the devil, the world, and his 

own flesh and grows in love toward God and man  

The Human Race: We bear witness that although Adam and 

Eve were created in the image of God because of the temptation of 

Satan and their fall into sin, every person propagated according to 

nature is born in sin. We bear witness that this hereditary sin is truly 

sin and condemns to the eternal wrath of God all those who are not 

born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit (Augsburg Confes-

sion, Art. II)  

The Way of Salvation: We bear witness that we cannot obtain 

forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God by our own mer-

its, works, or satisfactions, but that in justification, we receive for-

giveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for 

Christôs sake, through faith when we believe that Christ suffered for 

us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and 

eternal life are given to us. We bear witness that God regards and 

reckons this faith as righteousness. (Augsburg Confession, Art. IV)  



The Means of Grace:  We bear witness that the Means of 

Grace, Gospel-Word and Sacraments (Baptism and the Lordôs Sup-

per), are the instruments through which the saving and sanctifying 

benefits of Christôs death on the cross are conveyed to a repentant 

and believing sinner.  Through these means, God gives the Holy 

Spirit who creates faith in those who hear the Gospel.  We bear 

witness that the Sacraments are holy ordinances made by God 

Himself, in which He gives and confirms His invisible grace through 

outward and visible means.  We bear witness that since Baptism is 

offered to all and since all are born in a state of sin, infants too 

should be baptized, receiving therein the regeneration conveyed 

through water and the Spirit. We bear witness that the Lordôs Sup-

per is for true Christians wherein the forgiveness of sins, life and 

salvation are given through believing reception of the true Body and 

true Blood of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine. 

(Augsburg Confession, Art.ôs IX, X, XIII; Lutherôs Small Catechism 

and Explanation, Questions 333-357) 

and seeks to do the will of God in all things.  We bear witness that a 

baptized believer may lose the gift of faith by continued resistance of 

the Holy Spirit, neglect of the Word and Sacrament, neglect of pray-

er, or continuation in coarse and open sin with no repentance.  

(Lutherôs Small Catechism and Explanation, Questions 229, 231, 

351) 

The Christian Church:  We bear witness that the one holy Chris-

tian Church is the assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel 

is preached in its purity and the Sacraments are administered ac-

cording to the Gospel. 

We bear witness that the holy Christian Church is found in the con-

gregation which is the right form of the Kingdom of God on earth. We 

bear witness that the congregation consists of believers who, by us-

ing the Means of Grace and the spiritual gifts as directed by the 

Word of God, seek salvation and eternal blessedness for themselves 

and for their fellow men.  We bear witness that the congregation is 

subject to the Word and Spirit of God, and acknowledges no other 

ecclesiastical authority or government above itself.(Augsburg Con-

fession, Art. VII; AFLC Fundamental Principles, Nos. 1, 2, and 5) 



The Return of Christ:  We bear witness that the Lord Jesus 

Christ will return on the last day for judgment and will raise up all the 

dead, to give eternal life and everlasting joy to those who believe and 

are elect but to condemn the ungodly and the devil to hell and eternal 

punishment.  We bear witness that eternal life is the blessed state in 

which believers are free from all evil and live forever in fellowship with 

their God and Savior, praising God in the company of the holy angels, 

in everlasting peace and joy.  We bear witness that eternal punish-

ment is the dreadful state of separation from God, and everlasting 

anguish and suffering in hell.  (Augsburg Confession, Art. XVII; Lu-

therôs Small Catechism and Explanation, Questions 259, 260) 

The Lutheran Confessions:  We bear witness that the Apostolic, 

Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds, the Unaltered Augsburg Confes-

sion, and Lutherôs Small Catechism are faithful expositions of the 

truths of Scripture. 

The Fundamental Principles:  We bear witness that the 

ñFundamental Principlesò of the Association of Free Lutheran 

Congregations are a faithful exposition of the truths of Scripture 

regarding the nature and mission of the Christian congregation. 

¶ The Ancient Creeds (Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian) 

¶ Lutherôs Small Catechism 

¶ The Unaltered Augsburg Confession 

¶ The Fundamental Principles of the AFLC 

The Pastoral Office: We bear witness that although every believer 

is a member of the ñpriesthood of all believers,ò the office of pastoral 

ministry has been instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ for the preaching 

and teaching of Godôs Word and the administration of the Sacraments. 

A pastor is first of all, a servant of Christ and His Word, and also a 

servant of the congregation as he administers these Means of Grace. 

We bear witness further that the order of Creation and the testimony 

of Scripture, together with the example of Christ and His apostles, 

teach that women should not hold the pastoral office. (Augsburg Con-

fession, Art. V) 



Philosophy of Education 

The Association Free Lutheran Theological Seminary and Bible 

School, in fellowship with the Association of Free Lutheran Congrega-

tions, is committed to lifting up the standard of Godôs infallible and iner-

rant Word, the Scriptures. The Seminary and Bible School are without 

reservation: 

Conservative: In teaching the Word of God, the schools employ 

the historical-grammatical method of interpretation with the presupposi-

tion of faith in the internal testimony of Scripture regarding its complete 

veracity. The Schools believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration of the 

original manuscripts of the Old and New Testaments. 

Confessional. They subscribe without reservation to the ancient 

ecumenical creeds (Apostolic, Nicene, and Athanasian) and the six-

teenth-century documents of the Lutheran Reformation (Lutherôs Small 

Catechism and the Unaltered Augsburg Confession). The schools re-

gard these creeds and confessions as faithful expositions of the truths 

of Scripture and seek to foster in students a fuller understanding and 

appreciation of the distinctives of orthodox Lutheranism. 

Congregational. In consonance with the Word of God, the Schools 

affirm the local church as ñthe right form of the Kingdom of God on 

earth,ò and aim to equip students for effective service in and through 

local congregations through classroom instruction and practical train-

ing. It is in dependence on the Holy Spiritôs work through the Means of 

Grace ï Word and Sacraments ï that the teaching and equipping of 

students at AFLC Schools is carried forward. 

The Schools equip and teach students in dependence on the Holy 

Spiritôs work through the Means of Grace. The classes concentrate on 

the exposition and application of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, through 

which God saves and sanctifies by the ministry of the Holy Spirit. One 

important application of the Gospel is love for one another, with the 

result that graduates display an obvious love for the congregation. 



The Seminary and the Bible School seek to achieve academic excel-

lence in their students. This is an important purpose in the Seminary 

and Bible School program outcomes. However, the Schoolsô goals in 

training are not complete with mere intellectual understanding of the 

doctrines and practices of Godôs Word, the Lutheran Confessions and 

AFLC distinctive. The Schools are intent on seeing that the personal 

life of each graduate is conformed more and more to the image of 

Christ; informed, motivated and empowered by the Holy Spirit through 

faithful application of the Law and the Gospel. Homes, congregations 

and the world need godly spiritual leaders. This passion drives the 

Schoolsô Word-centered emphasis. Both formal and informal instruc-

tion encourages students to deepen their personal devotional life and 

express their faith through active participation in local congregations, 

which provide opportunities for spiritual nourishment, worship and ser-

vice. 

Institutional Objectives  

Our objectives are that graduates of the Free Lutheran Theological 

Seminary and Bible School will: 

¶ Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of Scripture, sub-

scribing to its inspiration, infallibility, and inerrancy without reser-

vation, confessing its authority and demonstrating the ability to 

accurately interpret it. 

¶ Grow in spiritual maturity informed by the Law and motivated and 

empowered by the Gospel. 

¶ Understand the function of the local congregation and the place of 

the individual believer in its fellowship and ministry as guided by 

the AFLC Fundamental Principles. 

¶ Participate in making disciples of all nations, especially through 

involvement in the local congregation.   



Library Committee 

The library committee meets several times each academic year. 

The committee consist of the Director of Learning Resources, 

the Librarian, one or more faculty and administration members, 

and one student from each program of the institution. A regular 

focus of this committee is how effectively both the learning re-

sources and the facility is in serving our student body. 

Facilities 

The Seminary and Bible School are located in the city of Plym-

outh, Minnesota and comprise a 25-acre campus shared with 

the central offices of the Association of Free Lutheran Congrega-

tions. Buildings serving the needs of the schools include the 

Seminary and Chapel Building, Heritage Hall which houses the 

campus library, three seminary apartment buildings, and two 

dormitories, Trygve Dahle Hall and John Strand Hall.  


